I. Introduction
Construction delay is considered one of the most frequent problems in the construction industry and delays have an adverse impact on project success in terms of time, cost, quality and safety [1] . According to AlMomani, delay is a situation when the contractor and the project owner jointly or severally contribute to the noncompletion of the project within the original or the stipulated or agreed contract period [2] . Delays can be minimized only when their causes are recognized. Keeping construction projects within approximate costs and schedules requires sound strategies, good practices, and careful judgment. Assaf et al reported that 76% of the contractors they surveyed have indicated that average of time overrun is between 10% and 30% of original duration, while about 56% of the consultants specified the same percentage [3] . Time and cost overruns occur in most construction projects, although, the magnitude of these delays and cost overruns varies considerably from project to project [4] .
In this survey, Lagos is used as a microscopic because that's the nerve-centres of the Nigerian economy and about 60% of commercial construction projects in Nigeria is domicile in Lagos. This survey was conducted among 10 owners/developers, 40 contractors and 50 consultants. Thereafter, the analysis the data was done using statistical procedures Numerous researchers has identified the causes of delay in construction projects to determine the causes, level of time extension needed for public projects and aid requirement by construction managers in establishing adequate evaluation prior to the contract award using quantitative data [5] . According to Assaf et al [3] and Ogunlana et al [6] delays can lead to many negative effects such as time and cost overrun. Ogunlana et al [6] also identified the problem of shortage or inadequacies in industry infrastructures as the most important factor affecting performance of a building construction followed by problems of incompetent consultants/contractors as major challenges in Thailand.
II. Methodology
Apart from comprehensive literature review, questionnaire survey was used to solicit the causes of delay from clients, consultants and contractors' viewpoint. The respondents were asked to identify their response category on a 5 liker scale. Summary of causes of delay identified are shown below. Data for the study were processed and analysed with the aid of the Statistical Packages for Social Science (SPSS). Data measured on nominal scale were analysed using descriptive statistics such as mode, frequency distribution and percentages. Mean scores and standard deviations, as well as inferential statistics such as Spearman correlation were used to analyse data measured on ordinal scale. The levels of importance of identified factors were determined by the magnitude of their mean scores, with the greatest mean representing the most important factor. Other parametric statistics such as Compare Means by One Sampling T-Test and tstatistics were also used to further test the strength of the results obtained from other statistical tests
III. Results and Discussion
The major findings of this study include: 1. Decision during development stage or changes in drawing is the most important factor considered by the professionals of the construction industry as the major causes of delay to projects in the Nigerian construction industry as shown in table 1. Other important factors that affect or cause delay to project in the Nigerian construction industry include the drawing approval, delayed payment, financial processes difficulties or money disbursement. Occupational safety and health standard (OSHA) regulations, labour injury, flood, fire and wind damage are not considered important by the professionals of the construction industry as a major cause of delay. 2. There is a low association between the factors affecting or causing delay to projects in the Nigerian industry. 3. The relationship considerations between the causes of delay are not significant determinants of delay to projects in the Nigerian construction industry. 4. The high rate of respondents having a level of experience greater than six (6) years in their respective field of study makes it clear that the research is reasonably proofed that the major causes was due to their high level of experience. 5. The pie chart shows the relationship between the first four causes and others, in which the percentage of each of the first four cause to others are as shown in fig. 1 
Figure 1: Summary of Causes of Delays in Project Delivery
This study identifies decision during development stage or changes in working drawings as the most important factor considered by the professionals in the Nigerian construction industry. This is in line with the discoveries by Asaaf et al [3] and Chan and Kumaraswamy [7, 8] .
Drawing approval as well as delayed payments or financial processes difficulties also emerge in this study as important factors that causes project delivery delays in Nigeria. This is similar to the outcome of researches carried out by Frimpong et al [9] and Toufic and Wissam [10] .
IV. Conclusion
This survey has identifies changes in working drawings, longer time in drawing approval and delayed payments by client to consultants/contractor as major causes of delay in project delivery in Nigeria.
For improved project delivery in Nigeria, it is therefore very important that experience construction professionals are involves right from the conceptual stage of any major project to forestall any need for major alterations on the working drawing after commencement of construction works. Government policies on approval procedures in Nigeria also need to be reviewed, likewise accessibility to fund for project execution need improvement.
